
"...mankind has to fulfil a collective
mission on earth, a mission involving
all of humanity and therefore each

and every human being."
 

(Montessori, 2007 [1949]: 61)
 

Let us not leave it unfulfilled

Programme

21 - 22 May 2021



Welcome

Barbara Isaacs

President

Montessori Europe

We are delighted at your response to our online event and thank you for
your continued support for our work. The past year has certainly tested
our capacity for resilience and creativity in finding new ways of
communicating with each other and sustaining economic as well as
emotional wellbeing for our families, schools and communities.  With the
Montessori Europe Board appointed last October we have been faced
with many decisions and have had to be innovative in connecting with
our members. We are proud of our achievements during this year; the
monthly webinars, the regular newsletters, the re-development of the
website and the revival of our Working Groups all testify that we have not
rested on our laurels but forged ahead to serve the Montessori
Community. 

We have drawn inspiration from our Sustainability Day in February and
will continue to promote the sustainability agenda in all aspects of our
work. We realise that the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG )
provide Montessorians with an opportunity to really focus on Montessori’s
vision for peaceful co-existence. Whilst we recognise that there is a need
for politicians to engage with environmental issues in developing a
sustainable future for the whole planet, we also believe that it is the role
of each one of us to engage and contribute to the global efforts towards
creating a more equitable and caring world. It is our role as educators to
introduce even the youngest children in our classrooms to care for and
respect each other and our planet. We urge you to work with us in
planting seeds of understanding of global issues, aptly expressed in the
SDG’s, which can be so capably embraced by children in the second
plane of development and actively voiced by young people of today. 

In this context, promoting agency, embracing solidarity and engaging in
dialogue are the key aims of this year’s congress. For our first day we are
keen to share with you a public domain resource – and begin discussion
about the environment and the role we can play in limiting our own
carbon footprint. 



We will also introduce our sponsors and invite you to join us at our Open House event, where we
would like to hear your views about how Montessori Europe and its members can engage in a
discussion of supporting each other to work together to develop high quality Montessori practice for
the benefit of the children of today and of the future. If you are a member, we invite you to join us at
the Extraordinary General Meeting where will present the revised “Terms and Conditions of
Membership” aimed at enhancing members' participation and accessibility to Montessori Europe.

At the start of the second day, we are excited to share our re-developed website and present future
plans for our Working Groups, including the new Sustainability Group. In the afternoon we will
welcome three distinguished speakers from the United States – Lisa Thauvette, Laura Flores Shaw
and Angeline Lillard - who will share their current studies and research with us and will participate in
Q & A session before we hear the voices of young people and their responses to the climate change
and challenges of caring for each other. We will close the congress with a call to action to engage
with the sustainability agenda as the focus of our future work together .

We hope you will find the programme engaging, inspiring and fun and that, despite its online format,
you will find old and new friends and share thoughts, ideas and experiences to benefit you, your
practice and above all the children and young people with whom you work. Support Montessori
Europe by continuing your membership or becoming a member of our vibrant committed enthusiastic
community of educators. 

We look forward to meeting with you on-line and also face-to-face as the current situation evolves
into a ‘new normal’, and send our thoughts of sympathy to those of you who are still very much under
the cloud of the pandemic and witness suffering of your families and friends. 
I would like to thank the Board members for their commitment to Montessori Europe and their energy
in connecting and engaging with the Montessori community, and for their contributions to this
congress. 

On behalf of the Board, I also thank our sponsors and partners for their support, and express our
gratitude to our speakers for giving their time and sharing their expertise -  each and every person
and organisation made it possible for us to bring the Congress to you free of charge in the spirit of
care and consideration for the role of the educator in the service to children of today and tomorrow.

Welcome



The Environmental Challenge - Global Warming and the

Feedback Loops

Introductory video presenting the challenges of carbon
emissions and their impact on our planet

Friday 21 May
Caring for the Planet and Each Other

10.00 (CEST) Barbara Isaacs, President, Montessori Europe

Welcome

10.10 Prof. Arjen Wals, Professor Transformative Learning for

Socio-ecological Sustainability/Unesco Chair, 

Wageningen University & Research

Introduction to the day

10.30

10.45 Excerpt from His Holiness the Dalai Lama in Conversation

with Greta Thunberg (recording*)

11.00 BREAK

11.15

Climate Emergency: Feedback Loops - Workshop Cycle 1

Four recorded* discussions between 12 world-renowned climate
scientists, narrated by Richard Gere, followed by facilitator-led
discussions in break-out rooms focusing on i) the forest, ii) the
atmosphere, iii) the permafrost and iv) the albedo

12.05

Climate Emergency: Feedback Loops - Workshop Cycle 2

13.00 LUNCH

*Recordings available in the public domain

Workshop changeover

Judith Cunningham, Vice President, Montessori Europe

Introduction to Workshops

Judith Cunningham

Summary Feedback Loops

11.20

12.10

12.55

During lunch, pupils of Head Start Montessori School, Bangalore,

India, will share their discussion of the Feedback Loops



Friday 21 May cont.
Caring for the Planet and Each Other

14.00

Nienhuis Montessori
Trillium Montessori
GAM Gonzagarreddi Montessori
The Prepared Montessorian

Meet our Featured Sponsors

Learn more about our featured sponsors and their latest products
in these special sponsor presentations:

15.00 Open House

An opportunity to reunite and meet with colleagues and friends in
break-out rooms to say hello and to chat about the opportunities
and challenges of working during and post the pandemic 

16.30 Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) - for ME Members only

This meeting takes place on a different zoom meeting ID which
has been shared with all registered Montessori Europe members.

BREAK



Saturday 22 May
Caring for the Planet and Each Other

10.00 (CEST)

MMUN Students sing "In This Together"
Pupils of Head Start Montessori School, Bangalore,
India, Caring for Each Other

Welcome

10.15 Introduction of Montessori Europe Website

We are re-developing our website. See what it has to offer our
members

10.20

Secondary Education Working Group
Research Working Group
Sustainability Working Group
National Organisations Working Group: Lessons Learnt from

Setting up a National Montessori Association in Germany

Join our Montessori Europe Working Groups

Learn what they do and find out how you can get involved

11.15

Montessori Model United Nations: Judith Cunningham

Global Association of Montessori Education and Games:
Roelant Wijngaards

Think Equal: Lesley Udwin

The Flourish Project: Wendy Ellyatt

Montessori Everywhere: Simone Davies

Montessori Europe Partners

We are proud to partner with organisations who share our
values and with whom an exchange of expertise is of mutual
benefit to both our communities. Join us to hear from:

BREAK

11.30

12.50 Q&A with our Montessori Europe Partners

Find out more about the work of our partners and how you can
get involved.

11.05 Q&A with our Working Group Representatives



Saturday 22 May cont.
Caring for the Planet and Each Other

Dr. Angeline Lillard

Dr. Lillard will present two studies demonstrating the benefits
of the Montessori learning environment on children’s well
being

14.30

Lisa Thauvette

Promoting Peace through Improvisational Play in Montessori

Settings

Focusing on work with Elementary Children

14.00

LUNCH13.00

15.00 Dr. Laura Flores Shaw

Embodied Cognition: What it Really Means to See the Whole

Child

Focusing on work with children from birth - 9, this presentation
highlights an enactive approach to embodied cognition,
enabling us to truly see the whole of each and every child



16.50

Call to Action

 
Led by Judith Cunningham, Vice-President,

Montessori Europe

We can make a difference! Long before the SDG's, Montessori
was an advocate for all that they stood for: care of the natural
environment, human rights, equal rights for all, anti-racism,
social justice,  and development, the foundation for peace.
Through her advocacy, much was accomplished. She not only
recognised a problem, but she took action on her own and
collectively with others. She has set an example for us to follow.
Let us at this congress not just recognise a problem and just
discuss it together but select one of the SDGs that breaks your
heart and take action to help solve it. 

There are steps you can take on your own, 

but collectively we can make a difference.

16.30 Young Environmentalists at Work

Young people from Drøbak Montessori in Norway and Bloom in
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina introduce the work they have
been doing to protect the environment

Saturday 22 May cont.
Caring for the Planet and Each Other

16.00 Q&A

With Angeline Lillard, Lisa Thauvette and Laura Flores Shaw

BREAK15.30

We are the Children of the World

From Maria Montessori, The Musical

Book, Music and Lyrics by Mark Woodward



Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR

Prof. dr. ir. Arjen Wals

Arjen Wals is a Professor of Transformative Learning for
Socio-Ecological Sustainability at Wageningen University,
the Netherlands. He also holds the UNESCO Chair of Social
Learning and Sustainable Development. Wals is also a
Visiting Professor at Norwegian Life Science University in Ås
where he supports the development of Whole Schools
Approaches & Sustainability.

His recent work focusses on transformative social learning in
vital coalitions of multiple stakeholders at the interface of
science and society. His teaching and research focus on
designing learning processes and learning spaces that
enable people to contribute meaningfully to sustainability.

Lisa Thauvette

Lisa has been in the brain tilting business since the start of
her career as an HR training manager in global customer
care centres in Bangkok, Manila, Buenos Aires, and Boulder,
CO. Yearning to catch people earlier in their formation, Lisa
earned a Master’s of Education in Montessori at the AMI
Washington Montessori Institute (6 - 12 years old) and soon
began working at International Montessori in Brussels,
Belgium.

While in Belgium Lisa also discovered her passion for
improvisational theatre, and studied and performed
internationally with the professional improv troupe, The
Ghost Sheep. Now living in the United States,
Lisa works with educators, innovators, and leaders through
consulting, speaking, and professional development training.

Speakers

http://bit.ly/MECongress2021
https://montessori-ami.org/
https://www.international-montessori.org/
http://www.atcbrussels.com/improv.html


Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

Speakers cont.

OR

Dr. Angeline Stoll Lillard

Dr. Angeline Stoll Lillard is a Professor of Psychology at the
University of Virginia. She is the Director of the Early
Development Laboratory, one of four Child Development
laboratories in the Psychology Department at the University.
Lillard is an expert in Montessori education and the author
of Montessori: The Science Behind the Genius.

Lillard's, primary research interests include pretend play and
Montessori education. She is also interested in the
development of theory of mind, children's executive
function, children and media, neuroplasticity, contemplative
practices, and culture and development.

Dr. Laura Flores Shaw

Laura Flores Shaw is Assistant Professor in the Johns Hopkins
University School of Education and is extensively trained in
family systems therapy and educational neuroscience. She
also has direct experience as Head of School within an AMI
based Montessori school framework. 

Dr. Shaw’s work has focused on translating research from
multiple areas of neuroscience, educational psychology,
sustainability education, and family systems research into
school design and classroom practice. 

Workshop Facilitators

Forest               Jaroslaw Jendza, Montessori Europe Board

Atmosphere    Gabriel Forestieri, MMUN Director of Training

Permafrost      Barbara Isaacs, Montessori Europe Board

Albedo             Judith Cunningham, Montessori Europe Board

http://bit.ly/MECongress2021
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montessori_education


Featured Sponsors

 



 

The Prepared Montessorian is an

organisation whose mission is to

mainstream and modernise the

Montessori movement.

Featured Sponsors

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR
Our flexible and customisable online courses are designed for educators,

parents and caregivers who want to unlock the potential of children. Join us at

our online conference this year, Discovering the Child, for workshops, debates,

networking, and free giveaways.

Trillium Montessori is the go-to source for professionals seeking to optimize their

Montessori practice. 

Our most popular programs include the Principles to Practice (P2P) monthly

membership of affordable on-demand professional development, the Montessori

Classroom Setup Bootcamp online courses, and the Hands-On Kids Activities

monthly curriculum enrichment subscription. 

Get access to our free resource library which includes 30+ free educational PDFs

and a series of free webinars here: TrilliumMontessori.org/MontessoriEurope

From online workshops featuring experts

such as Jonathan Wolff, Britt Hawthorne,

and Andy Lulka, to downloadable

curriculum enrichment resources, to a

world-class online Montessori conference, 

http://bit.ly/MECongress2021


Sponsors

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR

 

http://bit.ly/MECongress2021


We at GAMES believe that sports have the power to unite people and to be a

driver for social change. As a nonprofit organization, our goals are purely that

of promoting health, peace education and cultural understanding and

international friendship, by connecting people through sport, education and

shared culture. Instead of winners or prizes, we remove the competition and

combine children of mixed age, gender and nationality, to participate in the

Olympic spirit of fun, friendship, solidarity and fair play.

Join us to learn more about how we use sports and physical activity to help

guide young people to become better world citizens and create a more

peaceful and sustainable future.

Global Association of Montessori

Education and Sport

www.montessorigames.org

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR

Montessori Model United National

www.montessori-mun.org

MMUN is a yearlong transformative experience for

students 9-15.Simulating the format of the United Nations,

students are changed through the process of becoming an

MMUN delegate. Representing a country, other than their 

Partners

own, they discover that they can become active in solving real-world

problems. That discovery lasts a life-time. Students engage on a global level

throughout the school year as they join social meetups and committee-style

simulations with international peers.

At the MMUN International Conference, live in NYC or Rome or online, they

interact with other students from across the world to create solutions to

current world issues and develop global awareness, problem-solving and

negotiation skills. They learn they have a voice and can make a difference to

create the world they dream of.

http://bit.ly/MECongress2021


The Flourish Project

www.flourishproject.net

The Flourish Project introduces a

new and powerful framework for 

Partners

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR

understanding and mapping human wellbeing that promotes community

involvement and whole-systems thinking. Currently moving into its pilot period,

it offers schools, community-leaders and national policymakers the ability to

better understand and promote the health and wellbeing of their own

communities and populations. It helps to ensure that child and family

wellbeing is at the heart of all local decision-making and assists cities and

local authorities to become Centres of Flourishing. 

Above all, it underpins the call for a more caring and compassionate world.

Think Equal 

www.thinkequal.org

Think Equal is a global education initiative, led by human

rights activist Leslee Udwin, committed to creating a safe,

free and equal world through a system change in Early

Childhood Education. Both a movement and a concrete

 programme, Think Equal teaches 25 social emotional learning competencies

to children aged 3-6, such as empathy, self-esteem, gender equality,

inclusion, environmental stewardship, emotional intelligence and respect for

people and planet. Created with help from global experts and thought

leaders, Think equal has designed a scripted, comprehensive, evidence-based

and holistic programme to build pro-social foundations in children’s

developing brains for positive life outcomes.

http://bit.ly/MECongress2021


The Youth Impact! Forum‘s mission is to empower students to change the

world in support of the Global UN Goals by building successful projects in

their local communities. To do this, YIF works directly through teachers to

provide all the scaffolding needed to successfully foster impactful student

initiatives.

Youth Impact! Forum

www.youthimpactforum.com

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR

Montessori Everywhere

www.montessorieverywhere.org

In August 2020, a group of Montessori friends from

around the world joined forces to make an event to

celebrate Dr. Montessori’s 150th birthday, raising

over US$20,000 for the Black Montessori Education

Fund.

Partners

From this event grew a movement, connecting our global Montessori

community, welcoming anyone interested in the Montessori approach. All

money we raise goes to help Montessori projects supporting underserved

communities.

We are completely independent so that we can connect with the global

Montessori community and are volunteer run as we believe in this community

and stand for equity. We want to make Montessori accessible for all.

http://bit.ly/MECongress2021


A programme of online webinars, offering monthly opportunities to connect and challenge your practice

with the opportunity to request a certificate of attendance

Attendance at our annual Congress with special benefits for members (e.g. recordings of sessions) 

The opportunity to join Montessori Europe Working Groups

Voting privileges in the election of the Montessori Europe Board of Directors and at the AGM

Forums on our redeveloped website, where members with shared interests can connect to discuss and

explore issues of common concern

Access to Montessori Europe generated resources and inspiration

An expanded programme for national organisations, secondary educators, school leaders and

researchers, providing platforms for these groups to connect and support one another

Our Mission

Inspired by Maria Montessori's legacy, Montessori Europe connects Montessorians in Europe and beyond, to

consider how education can be reimagined to help guide our children to cope with the complexities and

uncertainties of the modern world in the 21st Century. Recognising the UN Convention on the Rights of the

Child, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, alongside specific initiatives such as the UNESCO

Futures of Education programme, we offer events and other opportunities to encourage networking and

collaboration amongst our members, promoting the exchange of ideas and mutual support, facilitating the

preparation of today’s children for tomorrow’s world.

Individual membership of Montessori Europe provides access to: 

Launching shortly after the Congress:

If you, or the organisation you are working for, are not yet a member, do consider joining and take advantage

of the benefits membership of Montessori Europe has to offer. 

 

Join as an individual member between Jan. 1 and June 30, and the current Business Year’s

membership fee (up to June 30) is reduced to €20 (instead of €40). 

Pay for an additional full year, and the fee is reduced to €55 in total (instead of €60).

 

 

 

 

Membership for organisations is also available. 

Information on our website.

Become a Member

CLICK HERE
TO JOIN OR

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://en.unesco.org/futuresofeducation/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/future-of-education-system-covid-19/
https://montessori-europe.net/we-connect/introduction/
https://montessori-europe.net/we-connect/introduction/
https://montessori-europe.net/we-connect/introduction/



