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Welcome
It is with great pleasure that I am introducing our programme for the 2022 Congress.
As its title Communication: the Heart of Education indicates, we feel that in these
turbulent times, the focus on communication is an important one, as it nurtures better
understanding not only in education but also within communities and countries.

Barbara Isaacs
President
Montessori Europe

As you look through the programme, you may notice some significant changes, whilst
the format of the weekend remains the same. We are hoping to offer an event which
facilitates connection, and engages participants in chats, conversations and
discussions. For this reason, all the presentations and workshops will be offered with
smaller groups of participants.
We hope you enjoy the school visits on Friday morning, organised with the help of the
Dutch Montessori Society, and we are excited to have been invited to Montessori’s
Study at the AMI headquarters. We are most grateful to both organisations for their
generous support and help with arranging this element of the Congress. Our special
thanks go to all the schools which so generously opened their doors to our Congress
visitors.
Do join us on Friday afternoon when you have an opportunity to learn more about the
developments within our working groups and members are invited to participate and
vote in the AGM, whilst non-members may attend as guests.
This year’s key-note presentations are pre-recorded which has allowed us to bring you
speakers from the US, Brazil and the UK. The afternoon workshops will be more
practical, face to face and are also aimed at the opening up of dialogue. We hope
the diverse topics will attract your attention and provoke some deep level thinking.
Do join us after the sessions for a reception at the end of the day on Saturday, when
we are delighted to be able to officially launch the book: Perspectives of Montessori,
published by Leonon Publishers and Saxion Progressive Education University Press.
There will be opportunities to bring questions and topics of interest, sparked by the
Saturday events, to our Sunday morning Practitioner Open Space. And for the first
time, Montessori Europe will also facilitate an Adolescent Open Space on the Sunday
morning.
We sincerely hope that you will join us at this year’s congress to learn, to meet friends,
browse the sponsor exhibitions and meet with our partners, whose works contributes
to the Montessori mission and enriches our work with children and young people.

Friday 7 October
Morning

School Visits
Kindly organised by the Dutch Montessori Society
Confirmation including details about location and time has been sent to those who
secured a place.
Visit Maria Montessori House
An opportunity to visit Maria Montessori's former study at Maria Montessori House kindly hosted by Association Montessori Internationale
Confirmation including details about location and time has been sent to those who
secured a place.

14.00

Registration opens at Metis Lyceum
Foyer

15.00

Working Group Meetings
Learning Square Level 1
These meetings, led by our Research, Secondary and Sustainability Working groups,
are open to all participants, and share the work of Montessori Europe's Working
Groups and their plans for the future.

17.00

Annual General Meeting
Learning Square Level 1
For members of Montessori Europe (guests welcome, subject to available space)
Members will have received the agenda for this Meeting, including items on which they
are invited to vote.

"The power to think is not enough. However intelligent
men were, this alone could not produce the
deliberations and agreements between them which are
necessary for achievement. Language is an instrument
of collective thought."
Montessori, M. The Absorbent Mind, 2007:111,
Montessori-Pierson Publishing, Kindle Edition

Saturday 8 October
08.30

Registration
Foyer
Coffee and Tea
Main Hall

10.00

Welcome
Barbara Isaacs
Learning Square Level 1

10.15

Key-note presentations (pre-recorded) followed by facilitated group discussions
Learning Square Level 1
The morning will feature pre-recorded presentations by three prominent speakers. The
presentations will all be shared in classrooms on Level 1, following which there will be
the opportunity to participate in brief group discussions which will be continued on
Sunday morning at the Practitioner Open Space for those interested in further
reflection.

10.15

Prof. Chloe Marshall, UCL Institute of Education, UK
Working with Children with Language Challenges
Maria Montessori recognised that young children experience a sensitive period for
acquiring language. In this presentation we will explore just how powerful the sensitive
period for language acquisition is, and how children can be supported in this phase of
their development.
Some children face greater challenges than others in acquiring their first language(s).
We will investigate why this might be the case by considering factors internal and
external to the child. Internal factors include developmental conditions such as
deafness, developmental language disorder, autism and Down Syndrome. External
factors include the quantity and quality of the language that children experience.
We then go on to consider the features of Montessori classrooms that make them so
well-placed to support children’s language acquisition, whatever their languagelearning challenges.

11.00

Break
Main Hall

Saturday 8 October
11.15

Chip DeLorenzo, USA
Nurturing Reverent Language in the Classroom
In this conversation between Chip de Lorenzo and Barbara Isaacs, the role of the
teacher in preparing the social-emotional environment of the Montessori classroom is
explored. Chip highlights the foundational principles of effective and respectful
discipline and communication within the Montessori classroom. He also discusses and
demonstrate how to begin communicating with children in a way that fosters mutual
respect, cooperation and responsibility, and why discipline “techniques” often fail to
achieve these same results. As well, Chip and Barbara discuss the importance of having
a consistent approach to discipline and communication within a school community, and
its positive affect on students, teachers and parents.

12.00

Gabriel Salomão, Lar Montessori, Brazil
Listening to Diverse Voices in our Community
Gabriel presents a perspective of diversity which is firmly rooted in the history of Brazil.
Gabriel, a Montessorian and researcher, takes us gently by the hand to explore what it
could mean to decolonise our teaching and present children and young people with an
inclusive view of history reflecting the contributions made by the diverse communities
which inhabit our Earth. His presentation contributes to the many conversations which
were started during the pandemic and in response to the Black Lives Matter initiative. It
takes us one step further by considering our own stories and histories beyond the
borders of the United States.

13.00

Lunch
Main Hall

14.30

Workshops - Cycle 1
Participants are invited to attend the Workshop selected at the time of registration.
Dr. Jaroslaw Jendza, Asst. Prof., University of Gdansk, Poland
Learning Square Level 1
Language and Understanding Educational Practices
There seems to be a shared consensus among scholars that we think and understand
the world through/within a language. We, the educators, are aware how important it is
in the development of children, and therefore we make sure that the prepared
environment is rich and meaningful with language. We also know that one of the most
important human tendencies described by Maria Montessori is communication.
At the same time, we are constantly working on own patterns of verbal and non-verbal
communication while being with children and treat it as one of most important aspects
of adult preparation and transformation. During this workshop we will try to look into our
unique meanings attributed to the categories that are central for (Montessori)
education as well as make an attempt to establish or just grasp some communal
understanding of educational practices with the use of the community of inquiry
framework.

Saturday 8 October
Annika Albrecht, Head of Didactics, Montessori Campus Berlin Köpenick, Germany
Learning Square Level 1
Autonomous Learning of Foreign Language in the Prepared Environment
This workshop will first introduce principles of an autonomous foreign language learning
environment in comparison to a Montessori learning environment, both as holistic,
affectively engaging approaches. It will examine what a rich prepared environment,
meeting the developmental characteristics of young learners and adolescent learners,
might look like for foreign language acquisition, in order to be conducive to meaningful
and authentic learning, allowing for creative self-expression and personal growth.
During the workshop we will explore foreign language learning landscapes of today’s
learners that can be integrated in an ongoing learning process. We will see how to break
the boundaries that are still between personal learning environments and the school
environment. We will look at an autonomous foreign language learner’s biography, and
from this derive how personal learning spaces can be integrated into the foreign
language classroom.
Concrete examples for projects including specific topics and a research-based
framework for a three-step task design will be given. Participants will get an insight into
authentic student’s work. Finally, we will discuss teacher’s opinions, beliefs, and
perspectives on foreign language acquisition in a Montessori environment.
Jaap de Brouwer, Montessori Trainer and Researcher, Saxion, the Netherlands
Learning Square Level 1
Communication and Executive Function - Montessori Perspective
When visiting a Montessori classroom you see children choose their work, bring it to their
table and start working on it. None of the children are working with the same materials,
yet they work quietly, with concentration, and without disturbing others.
This may look like an ordinary day in a Montessori classroom. However, for teachers to
manage such a classroom, and for children to work and learn this way, it is necessary
that children learn how to regulate their learning and behaviour. A crucial prerequisite
for successful self-regulation is children's executive functioning.
Executive functions are skills that enable children to solve problems, plan, reason, and
adjust their behaviour. They help children to direct and control their behaviour to achieve
a certain goal. A large body of literature suggests that well-developed executive
functions are highly beneficial to children’s learning and academic achievement and
children's physical and mental health.
One way of developing executive functions is through Montessori education. Many
activities in a Montessori education appeal to the child’s executive functions and
promote self-regulation. In this workshop, we will explore the question: how can we
foster children’s executive functions in a Montessori way?

Saturday 8 October
Helen Lumgair, Author and Founder, The Educationalist, UK
Learning Square Level 1
The Power of Story Telling
This workshop will consider how it is that story enhances communication through exploring:
The interactive relationship between language and thought
The refining of language in terms of emotional expression
The way in which the language of story fosters hope
The collaborative nature of story play in building peace
The building of personal agency through the storytelling process
Delegates will be encouraged to examine their own stories as they pertain to their values
and to reflect on their responses to the stories of others. They will also be encouraged to
begin to see life through a story lens and to begin to write stories anew.
15.45

Break
Main Hall

16.00

Workshops - Cycle 2
Participants are invited to attend the Workshop selected at the time of registration.
Judith Cunningham, Founder, Montessori Model United Nations, Italy
Learning Square Level 1
Why a Human Rights Curriculum is More Important than Ever
Montessori, an activist for human rights, understood them to be the foundation critical for
peace. She addressed all nations that education must include the fundamental rights and
dignity of all persons and the earth. Today, we see the most serious violations of human
rights happening in real time in Ukraine and its impact is worldwide.
Human rights are not secure.
Sustaining peace, the ultimate goal of Montessori education, can only be accomplished
when we not only teach human rights but also support our students to exercise them for
themselves and for all people and the earth. In conclusion, we will explore what advice
she would have for us today given threats to human rights and its impact: rampant social
injustice, the increase in nationalism, challenges to scientific thinking and devastation of
the environment, and how can we utilise that advice in the classroom.

"Language lies at the root of that transformation
of the environment that we call civilisation."
Montessori, M. The Absorbent Mind, 2007: 111,
Montessori-Pierson Publishing, Kindle Edition

Saturday 8 October
Kavita Doodnauth, Montessori Teacher, Montessori Skola Andilek, Czech Republic
Learning Square Level 1
The Adults’ Role in Fostering Oral Expression in the Classroom
“one day his lips will express the thoughts that as yet do not exist.”
Maria Montessori, The San Remo Lectures, p 36
As Montessori teachers we focus on enriching oral language and recognise our task in
modelling rich, beautiful, expressive language in our work with children. We know the
absorbent mind is continuously taking in all that the environment has to offer. We are
aware that the sensitive period for language offers a unique opportunity to establish a
strong, solid and even flexible linguistic foundations the child will build upon.
But what is the value of all this vocabulary, the classification of ideas and aspects of
grammar and the development of literacy, if not to support expression? Not later but now
and in our classrooms. How can we do that from the earliest years with intention and
maintaining the integrity of our pedagogy? What is our responsibility in fostering oral
expression in the classroom?
Prof. Harold Bekkering, Professor, Cognitive Psychology, Radboud University and
Roelant Wijngaards, MC Agora Coach, the Netherlands
Learning Square Level 1
Motivational Drives for Learning in the Context of Learning a New Language
This workshop will focus on three important motivational drives for learning; Curiosity,
Relatedness and Autonomy. Combining insights from Psychology and Brain sciences and
daily examples from the Agora schools, Harold and Roelant will discuss together how to
stimulate life-long learning within and beyond the Montessori Educational setting on the
basis of these three important motivational drives, using examples in the context of
learning a new language.

Saturday 8 October
Dr. Mona Sakr, Senior Lecturer, Middlesex University, UK
Learning Square Level 1
Using Digital Technologies to Communicate Thoughts and Ideas in Early Childhood
This workshop will consider how possibility thinking can emerge and develop in the spaces
of digital free-flow play among young children. Dr. Sakr will explore how children not only
communicate their thoughts and ideas, but can reconfigure them, through enriching
digital play experiences with opportunities for ‘remix’ and ‘mash-up’. In particular, Dr. Sakr
will consider these phenomena in the contexts of collaborative drawing among young
children on the iPad and the interactive whiteboard.
Following from this, Dr. Sakr will consider the research around ‘transgressive play’, that is,
experiences of digital play in which children communicate and engage in ways that are
surprising to the designers of digital play environments. Looking closely at transgressive
play episodes in children’s play with apps at home reminds us how much we can learn
from children about the nature of possibility thinking and the open exploration of ideas,
including in the digital sphere.

Reception
17.15

Drinks Reception
Main Hall
Launch of Perspectives on Montessori
Published by Leonon Publishers and Saxion Progressive Education
University Press; edited by Jaap de Brouwer and Patrick Sins.
Join us at the end of the day for a drink and some "borrelhappen"
(snacks) to celebrate our reconnection and the launch of our Montessori
Europe friends' book: Perspectives on Montessori.

Sunday 9 October
10.00 - 12.00

Adolescent Open Space
Learning Square Level 1
An opportunity for Montessori students from adolescent communities to meet, talk
and exchange ideas in understanding the global effect of global warming on our
planet and engaging with sustainable projects.
Dutch as well as students from European Montessori Schools supporting education of
the 12 -18 year old group, are invited to participate in the Sunday morning discussion.
The session will be led by Riemer Brandsma the sustainability youth representative of
the Wageningen council, Climate Mayor of Wageningen, an Advisory Board Member
of the International Youth Climate Summit and seasoned delegate of the Montessori
Model United Nations programme.
We welcome Sebastiaan Kramer of Hullekes.com who will share his experiences of
setting up a company producing sustainable clothing. This will be an opportunity for
young people to engage in conversations about ensuring our planet continues to
thrive.
Practitioner Open Space
Learning Square Level 1
Congress participants will have an opportunity to engage in one of the following
conversations about three important topics relevant to Montessori education of the
21st Century.
Reflection
Join Barbara Isaacs and Wendy Compson in a reflection on and a discussion of our
key note speeches and workshops during the Montessori Europe congress. Guided by
the reflective questions shared during the Congress, delve deeper in what stood out
to you and what you might take back to your practice as a Montessori pedagogue.
The Importance of Research
Jarek Jendza and Jaap de Brouwer invite you to join them to continue the
conversation started on Friday afternoon about research, a book on observation and
to start planning the Research Group activities for our next Congress.
Cfolio: the International Child Monitoring App for Montessori Education in
Educational Environments from 2 to 15 Years
Chris Willemsen and Els Mattijssen present Cfolio, a new perspective on group
management in general, and observation in particular. The scientific model which is
used in Cfolio to document development of skills and knowledge of a child, will also
be shared. A demonstration of the APP will present some practical examples on
cognitive, affective and psychomotor development.
The Congress closes at 12 noon

Keynote Speakers
Chip DeLorenzo has been a Montessori educator for 27 years. He is the former
Head of School of the Damariscotta Montessori School, where he spent 20 years
as a teacher and administrator. Chip is the co-author, with Jane Nelsen, of
Positive Discipline in the Montessori Classroom, and is a trainer and school
consultant. Chip has worked with thousands of Montessori teachers and parents
in teaching the principles and practices of Positive Discipline through various
workshops and lectures. He holds Primary and Elementary Montessori teacher
certifications and has worked extensively with Montessori Adolescent students.
Chip is the father of four Montessori children, and he and his wife, Kathy, live in
Jefferson, Maine.

Dr Chloë Marshall's first career was as a Montessori teacher of children aged
2-6. She taught in various Montessori schools in the south-east of England
between 1994 and 2000, and also worked part-time as a tutor at the Montessori
Centre International in London. In 2000 she returned to university to study for an
MA in Linguistics at University College London, and stayed on to study for a PhD
in Human Communication Science. She is now Professor of Psychology,
Language and Education at the UCL Institute of Education, where she leads the
MA/MSc in Educational Neuroscience. Her research focuses on children with
language and literacy difficulties, and children who are deaf. She runs the
ALLICC (Acquiring Language and Literacy in Challenging Circumstances) Lab
and is Editor-in-Chief of the journal First Language.

Gabriel Salomão has spent his whole life in Montessori. He has both studied
and worked in Montessori schools, and since 2011, he has been writing Lar
Montessori, the first platform on Montessori in Portuguese. He is a Montessori
researcher and finished his PhD on Montessori in the Media at the University of
São Paulo in 2019. Today he is Scientific Director of the Montessori Organisation
of Brazil and guest Professor of the Teacher Training Course at the Centro de
Educação Montessori de São Paulo. He works with teachers and families all over
Brazil.

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR

Workshop Guides
Annika Albrecht has been working in Montessori environments since 2006. She
is the head of didactics a the Montessori Campus Berlin Köpenick. Since 2015
she has been doing research in the field of autonomous language learning. She
holds an AMI Adolescent Diploma and a MSc. in behavioural and organisational
psychology. She has written several articles on autonomous language and a
learner book which contains six projects (Albrecht, A. & Becker, C., 2022, Project
book, Helbling, forthcoming), that follow autonomous and Montessori principles.

Professor Harold Bekkering is a Professor of Cognitive Psychology, Principal
Investigator at the Donders Centre for Cognition and Principal Investigator at the
Donders Institute for Brain, Cognition and Behaviour. Harold focuses on human
learning from the perspectives of neuroscience, robotics, artificial intelligence,
and psychology. Social interactions, motivation and the memory system are key
concepts in his research. He aims to apply this knowledge to learning
environments for young and old.

Riemer Brandsma, the Netherlands, is the climate mayor of his city,
Wageningen. He has been involved in Montessori Model United Nations (MMUN)
for four years where he first participated as a participant, but now also as a
keynote speaker and advisor, helping with the development and implementation
of conferences. He tries to work with the youth towards a good future for
everyone, in which the development goals of the UN are central. And he hopes,
in the future, to be able to continue with everyone and work together towards a
safe, just, sustainable and positive future for everyone.

Jaap de Brouwer has worked as a Montessori teacher in different age groups.
He now works as a Montessori teacher trainer and researcher in the Alternative
Education Research Group at Saxion University of Applied Sciences. He chairs
the Dutch Montessori Research Group and is the co-founder of MERGe, the
European Montessori Research Group. His research focuses on self-regulated
learning, executive functions and Montessori implementation.

OR

Workshop Guides
Judith Cunningham is the Founder and Chief Strategy Officer of Montessori
Model UN. Judith founded MMUN to help students find their voices, take action
and build peace, by aligning the idealism and capacity of adolescents to
understand global problems, to identify local problems that break their hearts
and then to take action to have an impact on the world they want. Judith holds
an AMI Elementary Diploma, a Master’s Degree in Education, post graduate work
in Alternative Dispute Resolution. She is a board member of Montessori Europe
and Youth for a Better World. Prior experience includes 17 years as a Montessori
teacher for elementary and middle school, 15 years as a Montessori Head of
School in the US and Canada, and 16 years as a Teacher Trainer.

Kavita Doodnauth's Montessori journey began in 2010, with curiosity, first as a
mother and now as an educator. Kavita worked as a teacher, a curriculum
advisor and an instructor for the Duhovka organisation and now works as a
teacher and ESL methodologist at Andilek Montessori school in Prague, Czech
Republic. She holds an AMI 3-6 Diploma as well as an AMS Early Childhood
Credential. Although, her curiosity remains it has transformed into wonder and
appreciation for the potential of Montessori pedagogy. She lives in Prague with
her husband and two children and is working to complete an MA in Applied
Educational Leadership and certification with the Whole School Leadership
programme through the Montessori Institute of Prague.

Dr. Jaroslaw Jendza is an assistant professor in the Institute of Education at the
Social Sciences Faculty (Gdańsk University, Poland). He specialises in
alternative, engaging and non-traditional approaches to education, Montessori
in particular. Awarded the Distinguished PhD Dissertation Award, dr. Jendza has
published a number of scientific articles on Montessori pedagogy focusing
mostly on the issue of the teachers’ education. He holds a Master degree in early
education and teaching English as a foreign language. In his professional career
he has worked as a kindergarten and primary school teacher as well as a headmaster of a Montessori school. He has been involved in various Montessori
teacher training programmes and supported Montessori educational institutions
as an external consultant. In 2020 he was elected as a member of Montessori
Europe Board where he is mostly responsible for bridging academic and
practitioners’ worlds by leading the Research working group. He also holds an
AMI 6-12 Montessori Guide Diploma and Master’s Degree in Montessori
Pedagogy (University of Girona).

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

OR

Workshop Guides
Sebastiaan Kramer is managing director at Arnheim Fashion Group (Hul le Kes
& Studio RYN) and artistic director at 'Duurzame Mode 025' and Fashion +
Design Festival Arnhem. Educated as a Fashion Designer and Business
Administrator, Sebastiaan is specialised in alternative business management for
creative companies. Next to managing his own company he gives guest lectures
at Wageningen University, Radboud University, AMFI and HAN University of
Applied Science Arnhem Nijmegen. Together with Sjaak Hullekes he has been
working in fashion since 2005. Together they are the owners of Arnheim Fashion
Group, a social enterprise focusing on changing the fashion system and creating
new paradigms.
Helen Lumgair has a wealth of experience in teaching young children and
working alongside families. Instrumental in designing and developing the
empathy-focused Think Equal curriculum, recognised with a 2020 WISE award
for innovation and the addressing of global educational challenges, she is now
an Early Years consultant and author. Helen has written Using Stories to Support
Learning and Development in the Early Years and contributed to Developing
Empathy in the Early Years and currently writes articles for leading parent and
early years publications. Helen believes that the storytelling process can be used
to effect change in multiple areas: bolstering children’s rights, promoting justice
and fostering peace. Her interest is the intersection between the stories we tell
and live, personal agency and hope.

"With the acquisition of language the child forms within himself
the man he will become."
Montessori, M. Citizen of the World, 2019: 92, Montessori-Pierson Publishing,
Kindle Edition

Workshop Guides
Drs. Elisabeth C.J. Mattijssen has a Masters in Pedagogy and works as a
Health Care psychologist in her Private Company for psychological assessment:
Praktijk voor Psychodiagnostiek. She is also a partner of VIVID Onderwijs and a
board member of the NMV (The Dutch Montessori Association).
From 1963 to 1969 she worked also as a Montessori teacher with children from 4
to 12 years. From 1969 to 2006 she worked as a professor and Montessori
teacher trainer at several Universities for applied sciences. She also trains
teachers and pedagogues all over the world to learn about Montessori
Education and has written many articles for the Dutch Montessori magazine
about child development. She developed the content of two child monitoring
systems, one for regular schools and one for Montessori schools. The newest
one, "Cfolio”, brings new insights helping Montessori educators to communicate
on a high level with colleagues, parents and children.
Dr. Mona Sakr is Senior Lecturer in Education and Early Childhood. As a
researcher in Early Years (EY) provision, she has published extensively on
creative, digital and playful pedagogies. Mona's current research is an
exploration of pedagogical, organisational and community leadership in EY
and how leadership can be more effectively developed through innovative
practice-based and digitally mediated professional development.
Forthcoming books (with Bloomsbury) include an introduction to Social
Leadership in Early Childhood Education and Care, and an edited volume on
international perspectives on EY pedagogical leadership. She has published
extensively on creative, digital and playful pedagogies including the books
Digital Play in Early Childhood: What’s the Problem? and Creativity and
Making in Early Childhood: Challenging Practitioner Perspectives, both with
Bloomsbury.
Roelant Wijngaards has worked as an English teacher, team leader and
Agora Coach at Montessori College Nijmegen. As webmaster and Public
Relations coordinator he has experience in managing the website,
developing content for social media and coordinating with activities to
promote the school. He is co-founder of Global Association of Montessori
Education and Sport, which has created the Global Montessori Games, an
international event that brings Montessori schools, from all over the world,
together with the aim of creating peace and connecting people through
sports, education and shared culture. And for the past two years, Roelant has
served as a member of the Board of Montessori Europe, relaunching its
website and generally supporting the organisation's PR and marketing
efforts.

Workshop Guides
Chris Willemsen has been working as a Sr. Brand Export Manager and
Brand Ambassador for World’s leading Montessori material manufacturer,
Nienhuis Montessori. He is responsible for the international sales network,
leading the product development team and provides the marketing team
with ideas and content. He has an international marketing background and is
Montessori-trained at both 3 – 6 and 6 – 12 levels at the Pedagogical
University of Arnhem, The Netherlands. While visiting and participating in
many international conferences, Chris collected a lot of additional
information about the Montessori philosophy and history and built a huge
international network. His direct working area is Europe, Africa, Asia and
Oceania and next to this he supports the sales subsidiaries in China and
USA. While travelling in the world of Montessori he has observed Montessori
education in many different cultures, varieties and standards. Currently he is
also supporting the development of an innovative and evidence-based
observation and record keeping tool to keep track of the development of
knowledge and skills of children in Montessori environments, an application
called Cfolio.

Facilitators
We are most grateful to our facilitators who have kindly volunteered to guide the post-keynote
discussions on the morning of Saturday 8 October.
If you have attended our Montessori Europe webinars these past years, you may recognise many of
them, as these friends of Montessori Europe have generously supported our work time and time again.

Nina Bulajic, is a school psychologist and COO of Bloom Montessori Schools
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. She works with children aged from 2 to 19
years old. Her role is to support both parents and teachers. She has worked in
education for the last 12 years and has worked at Bloom for the last 6 years.
Wendy Compson is a UK based Montessorian of 40 years and having spent
over 30 years in the early years and primary classrooms, she now divides her
time between her roles as a Educational consultant and Montessori
ambassador.
Barbara Isaacs, is President of Montessori Europe. Originally from the Czech
Republic, Barbara now lives in the UK and has trained Montessori teachers for
over 35 years.
Jarek Jendza, is a Board Member of Montessori Europe, assistant professor in
the Institute of Education at the Social Sciences Faculty (Gdańsk University,
Poland)
Susanne van Niekerk, is the founding member, director and senior lecturer at
Montessori Centre South Africa. Susanne is Montessori 3-6 certified and holds
a Masters degree in Early Childhood from the University of Roehampton (UK).
Maëlys de Rudder, a dual national from France and Belgium, is the Founder
and Director of Bloom Montessori schools in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
which offer services of preschool, primary school and high school education
teaching the state curriculum and the Cambridge International Examination
using the Montessori Approach.
Heidi van Staden, is from Pretoria, South Africa and owns and manages a
Montessori Academy and College, and school for children aged 18 months - 18
years. She is also a co-director of Montessori Centre South Africa, a teacher
training organisation where her interest lies in Primary Specialisation training.

OR

OR

About our Venue

The MML/Metis Lyceum forms part of the Montessori Schools Community Amsterdam,
and came into existence through a cooperation with the Cosmicus Foundation. The
Cosmicus Foundation focuses on global citizenship in education and the
emancipation of minorities; the Amsterdam Montessori Schools Community supports
the development of independent and responsible children. The Metis Lyceum,
therefore, focuses on the opportunities and strengths of every individual student,
recognising them as Dutch as well as global citizens.
Its current location on the Mauritskade in Amsterdam is magnificent. The monumental
building was completely renovated and modernised in 2013 and with the
development of the new wing in 2018 offers a unique space to meet the requirements
of Montessori education 2.0 in the 21st century.

Register here
bit.ly/MECongress2021

Partners
Global Association of Montessori Education and Sport
www.montessorigames.org
We at GAMES believe that sports have the power to unite people and to be a driver for social change.
As a nonprofit organization, our goals are purely that of promoting health, peace education and
cultural understanding and international friendship, by connecting people through sport, education and
shared culture. Instead of winners or prizes, we remove the competition and combine children of mixed
age, gender and nationality, to participate in the Olympic spirit of fun, friendship, solidarity and fair
play.
Join us to learn more about how we use sports and physical activity to help guide young people to
become better world citizens and create a more peaceful and sustainable future.

Montessori Model United Nations
www.montessori-mun.org
MMUN is a year-long transformative experience for students 9-15. Simulating
the format of the United Nations, students are changed through the process
of becoming an MMUN delegate. Representing a country, other than their
own, they discover that they can become active in solving real-world
problems.
That discovery lasts a life-time. Students engage on a global level throughout the school year as they
join social meet-ups and committee-style simulations with international peers.
At the MMUN International Conference, live in NYC or Rome or online, they interact with other students
from across the world to create solutions to current world issues and develop global awareness,
problem-solving and negotiation skills. They learn they have a voice and can make a difference to
create the world they dream of.

OR

Partners
The Flourish Project
www.flourishproject.net
The Flourish Project introduces a new and
powerful framework for understanding and
mapping human wellbeing that promotes
community involvement and whole-systems
thinking. Currently moving into its pilot period,
it offers schools, community-leaders and national policymakers the ability to better understand and
promote the health and wellbeing of their own communities and populations. It helps to ensure that
child and family wellbeing is at the heart of all local decision-making and assists cities and local
authorities to become Centres of Flourishing.
Above all, it underpins the call for a more caring and compassionate world.

Think Equal
www.thinkequal.org
Think Equal is a global education initiative, led by human rights activist Leslee
Udwin, committed to creating a safe, free and equal world through a system
change in Early Childhood Education. Both a movement and a concrete
programme, Think Equal teaches 25 social emotional learning competencies
to children aged 3-6, such as empathy, self-esteem, gender equality, inclusion, environmental
stewardship, emotional intelligence and respect for people and planet. Created with help from global
experts and thought leaders, Think Equal has designed a scripted, comprehensive, evidence-based and
holistic programme to build pro-social foundations in children’s developing brains for positive life
outcomes.
Youth Impact! Forum
www.youthimpactforum.com
The Youth Impact! Forum‘s mission is to empower students to change the world in
support of the Global UN Goals by building successful projects in their local
communities. To do this, YIF works directly through teachers to provide all the
scaffolding needed to successfully foster impactful student initiatives.

OR

Join Montessori Europe
Our Mission
Inspired by Maria Montessori's legacy, Montessori Europe connects Montessorians in Europe and beyond, to
consider how education can be reimagined to help guide our children to cope with the complexities and
uncertainties of the modern world in the 21st Century. Recognising the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, alongside specific initiatives such as the UNESCO
Futures of Education programme, we offer events and other opportunities to encourage networking and
collaboration amongst our members, promoting the exchange of ideas and mutual support, facilitating the
preparation of today’s children for tomorrow’s world.
Individual membership of Montessori Europe provides access to:
A programme of online webinars, offering regular opportunities to connect and challenge your practice
with the exclusive opportunity to request a certificate of attendance and review recordings
Attendance at our annual Congress with discount and prioritised booking access for members
Voting privileges in the election of the Montessori Europe Board of Directors and at the AGM
Exclusive access to a members' forum on our website
For further information including information about institutional membership:

Check out our Website

Offering a wealth of information about our events as
well as regular blog posts considering the role of the
Montessori pedagogy and philosophy in the 21st
Century, our website is a valuable resource for
Montessorians wishing to reflect further on their
practice. Members of Montessori Europe can access
recordings of webinars and also have the opportunity to
connect with one another through forums.

Amsterdam

Amsterdam, the capital of the Netherlands, offers a rich variety of things
to see and do. Some activities should be booked in advance so make
sure you plan your stay as soon as you register for the Congress.
Anne Frank House
The Anne Frank House can only be visited with a ticket bought online for a
specific time slot. Tickets for the following month become available every first
Tuesday of the month. We advise you to book well in advance!
Rijksmuseum
Enjoy the Dutch Masters such as Rembrandt, Vermeer and van Gogh. Skip the
queue by booking your tickets online.
Van Gogh Museum
Tickets are available online only. At the Van Gogh Museum there are no
exhibition fees. All entrance tickets include admission to the permanent
collection and the current temporary exhibitions. All visitors need a ticket with
a start time to have access to the museum.
Amsterdam Tourist Portal
For all other tourist information about Amsterdam, check out the website:
iamsterdam.com
Peace Palace, the Hague
The Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands) houses the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, the United Nations International Court of Justice and The Hague
Academy of International Law. The Visitors Centre is open Friday - Sunday and
there are tours of the Peace Palace a few days each year.

OR

Maria Montessori's Grave, Noordwijk
Register here
Maria Montessori's Grave can be found at the Rooms-katholieke begraafplaats
bit.ly/MECongress2021
Noordwijk.

Montessori Europe e.V.
Grünstr. 23
12555 Berlin
Germany
+49 30 21 480 18 40
office@montessori-europe.net

